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1 CHRON, Kit. 32. 


And of the children of Tſachar, which 


were men that had underſtanding of 
Abe times, to know what Hrael ought 
ro do: the heads of them were two 
hundred, and all their brethren were 


21 their commandment. 


aj: * N this ha we have an dccount 
of the perſons that aſſociated with 


Vs 


| | / l 
Aer 


(> 0 David, ſhewed him favour, and 
aſſiſted him when he was oblig ed 
to flee from Saul; and alſo of thoſe of A 


ſeveral tribes of Iſrael, and the numbers of 


them that came to him in Hebron after the 


death of Saul and Abner, to make him king 


„ 


over all Hrael. And among the reſt, thoſe 4 


the tribe of Hachar are mentioned; who 


though but few, but wo hundred, when 
thoſe that came out of the other tribes were 
ſeveral thouſands; yet being the gage! 
men of the tribe, and having all their bre- 


thren at their commandment and beck, it was 
— as 


FT 


as well as if the whole tribe had come in a 


body ; and beſides, being men of ſkill and 


_ underſtanding in certain affairs, had an in- 


fluence over all the tribes ; for they knew and 


could telt all Ifrael Bar they ought to do; 


and ſo muſt be very beneficial and uſeful to 
David at this juncture. 


What the underſtanding of theſe men lay 


in is not eaſy to ſay z interpreters are divided 


about it: ſome take them to be chronologers 
or aſtronomers, whoſe {kill lay in the com- 


putation of times, in fixing the beginning of 
the year, and the beginning of the month, 


and in the intercalation of the year; and ſo 


were very ſerviceable to Reel to let them 
know when the new year began, when it 
was new moon, when it was right to inter- 
cilate the month Adar; as they ſometimes 
were” obliged to intercalate a whole month 


together, ts make their account of time come 


right; and When to keep. their feaſts of Paſſ- 
over, Pentecoſt, and Tabernacles: hence it 
is thought this tribe is ſaid to call the people 
to the mountain; to tlie place of worſhip, 
the tabernacle or temple in mount Zion; 
there they ſhall offer ſacrifices of righteouſneſs : 
and this is the general ſenſe of the ew 
writers 25 Were this khe true AW of the 


| words, 
Deut xxxiii. 19. a The 8 of the place is. 
of the children of Iachar there were ſuch who were {cil- 


fal in the knowledge of times, (7. e. chronologers) and wiſe _ 


ES. ta fix the beginning of the years, and the beginnings of the 


„ months, 


[O51] 


words, and known to be ſo; fince this is the 


day in which a late act of parliament ©, con- 
cerning altering the ſtyle of the year, begins 
to take place, it might be thought that my 
view in reading this paſſage of ſcripture was 
to amuſe you with the difference of old and 
new ſtyle, and to ſhew you the ſuperior ex- 
cellency and uſefulneſs of the one to the 
other; but as this is an affair that is not 


within my province, ſe Þ have that which is 


of greater moment and importance. to lay 
before you. Others chufe to call them aſtro- 
logers, who had ſkill in the motions and re- 
volutions of the heavenly bodies *, and their 
influences upon the earth, which they had 
learnt from their neighbours the Phœnicians e 
or elſe, being a people much employed in 
 Huſbandry,: hence it is ſaid of this tribe, that 


it ſaw that the land was pleaſant, to till and 


manure, it delighted In agriculture ; and bowed 
b Wa 19777" G 

* months, and to intercalate the months and the years; dextrous 
5 atſettling the new) moon, and fixing the feaſts (or appointed 
times) in their ſeaſons; well verſed in the ſolar revolution; 
66 aftrologers that had under ſtanding in the planets and ſtars, 
<« to know what were fit for the houſe of Iſcael to do. To 


which agree Kimchi, Ben Melech, and Yalkut in loc. and Bere- 


Hit Rabba, F. 72. fol. 64. 2. See alſo the Targum and Far- 
chi on Deut. xxxiii. 19. | | 
„ FEntitled, An Act for regulating the commencement of the 
year, and for correcting the calendar now in uſe, made in the 
faventy-fourth year of the reign of his majeſty king George the 
Second. | 3 Sj whe IRE 4 25 wy 
4 Hence it is ſaid, that the ſtandard of this tribe was dyed 
black, and had painted on it the ſun and moon, becauſe it is 
ſaid of them, 1 Chron. xii. 32. of ibe children of 1ſachar, that 
=o * of the times, & c. Bemidbar Rabba, f. 2. 
O1. 17 . 3. ; ; e | 
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bis ſpoulder to bear ©, and carry in the corn 


when ripe; and dwelt in 7ents to keep its 
fields, or look after its flocks; they by fre- 


quent and conſtant obſervations had acquired 
a ſort of ruſtic aſtrology *, and could diſcern 
the face of the heavens, and prognoſticate 
What weather it would be; and they knew 
the proper times and ſeaſons of doing buſi- 
neſs; and ſo could inform T1/rael, or the reſt 


of the tribes, when they ſhould plow, and 


ſow, and reap, and plant, and the like, 
-Others think they were hiſtorians and anna- 
lifts, ſuch as thoſe in E/th. i. 13. where the 
'fame phraſe is uſed of thoſe whom Abaſuerus 
_ conſulted, when Vaſbti his queen refuſed to 
come into his preſence at his command, to 
know of them what had been done in ſuch 
caſes in times paſt ?: and ſo theſe men were 
well verſed in the hiſtory of antient times, 


and had made their obſervations on things 


that had been done in former times; and 


were capable of giving advice what ſhould 
be done in like circymitances, Tho others 
ſeem more rightly to interpret this under- 
ſtanding of theirs of political prudence ; they 
were men that knew how to time things, 
when was the fitteſt opportunity to do any 
thing; 
* Gen, Air. 18. Deut l 18. 
Vid. Poli Synopſ. in lo. 
8 By whom Aben Ezra underſtands either aſtrologers, or 
ſuch who knew the time that was paſſed in the reigns of an- 


tient kings, . e. hiſtorians 3 and the Targum on the place ex- 
preſly interprets it of the children of Jachar. WS 


* 


* 


5 2 
thing: and whereas the preſent buſineſs was 
to turn the kingdom to David, they ſaw, 


and ſo acquainted the reſt of the tribes, that 


this was the proper time to do it in, now 
Saul was dead, and Abner alſo, a powerful 
commander in the intereſt of his family, and 
David was the molt likely. perſon to hum- 
ble the Philiſtines, who of late had been fo 
victorious over J{ſrae/, Beſides, they knew 
that there was the word of the Lord h for 
it, ver. 23. or a prophecy that had been 
given out, that he ſhould be king, which 
was known in Saul's life-time, and with 
which he himſelf was acquainted ; for ſo 
ſaid he to David, T know well, that thou ſhalt 

ſurely be king, and that the kingdom of Iſrael 

ſhall be eftabliſhed in thine hand * : and theſe 
men knew that the time was now come, and 
all circumſtances concurring, they told 1/-ael 
what they ſhould do at this juncture *, The 
uſe that I ſhall make of this ſhall be to ac- 
commodate the paſſage to the prophetic 
times, and the knowledge of them, the pre- 
ſent ones, or what may be coming on; and 
ſhall ſum up the whole in the following ob- 
ſervation ; . [HE CE : 5 


That 
22 The decree of the word of the Lord, as the Targum. 
1 1 Sam. xxiv. 20. * Tarchi's note on the place 


is, ©« for they knew how to give counſel according to the 
* nature of every caſe ; for David had need to take advice 
* how the kingdom might be confirmed from before the 
e children of Saul.” | 


[8] 


That thoſe who have any underſtanding 
of prophetic times, relating to the church of 
God, and intereſt of Chriſt, ſhould inform 
the true 1/-ae] of God, what they ought to do 
in them, or in the proſpect of them. 


I. There are ſome times fixed in prophecy, 
which by diligence, attention, and applica- 
tion men may arrive to ſome underſtanding 
of. There are indeed ſome times and ſea- 
ſons, the knowledge of which is not to be 
attained unto ; and it would be wrong, as 
well as in vain, curiouſly to ſearch into them. 


It is not for us to know the times or the ſea- 
fons, which the Father hath put in his own 


power; for he has determined the times before 
appornited, when every thing that he has pur- 
poſed or promiſed ſhould come to paſs; and 
he has fixed a 7:me for every purpoſe under 
the heaven, for the performance of every 
thing he has deſigned ſhall be; a fime to be 
born, and a time to die, and for every inter- 
mediate event! ; but theſe times are not 
known before-hand, until things are braught 

into execution. There are others, and very 
remarkable events, the times of which are 
pointed at in propheſy; and which with 
diligence and application, the knowledge of 
them may in ſome meaſure be attained unto: 
as for inftance, the firſt coming of Chriſt 
into this world to ſave men ;' the time for 

1 Acts i, 7. and xvii. 26. Eccl. iii, 1, 27 


1 
it was not only agreed upon, and ſettled be- 
tween the Father and the Son, called the ful- 
neſs of time n, but there were ſeveral pro- 
phetic hints of it ; nay, not only was it de- 
{ſcribed by ſome general circumſtances, as 
that it ſhould be before the fecond temple 
was deſtroyed, ſince he was to come into it, 
and while the ſcepter was in the tribe of 
Judab; but the preciſe time was fixed by 
Daniel's ſeventy weeks, or 490 years, which 
were to commence from a date given him; 
and before the expiration of which, the 
Meſſiah was to come: and ſo as he, by read- 
ing Jeremiab's books, knew the time when 
the Babyloniſh captivity ſhould end ; an- 
other, by reading his prophecies, might 
know when the Meſhah would come; 
and accordingly about the time when thoſe 
weeks were drawing near to an expiration, 
there were many that were looking for the 
Meſſiah, and redemption by him, as know- 
ing that it was about the time, by theſe 
weeks, that he ſhould come a. There is a 
time ſet for his ſecond coming, and God in 

his times will ſhew him, or cauſe him openly 
to appear; and though he will come in an 
hour we know not of, yet there are ſome 
circumſtances pointed out.-in the word of 
God, by which it may be known that it is 
nigh at hand; as that the day when the 


Son 
* Gal. iv. 4. 


a See the Watchman's Anſwer, c. p. 20, 21, 22. 


[ 20 ] 
Son of man ſhall be revealed ſhall be as 
the days of Noah and Lot, when men: 
indulged themſelves in pleaſure, lived in 
great ſecurity, unaware of the ruin coming 
upon them; and that when the Son of man 


cometh, faith will not be found in the 


earth; whether this be underſtood of the 
grace or doctrine of faith, or of faith with 
reſpect to Chriſt's coming: and when we 
compare theſe things with the preſent times, 
and conſider the luxury, love of pleaſure, - 
carnal ſecurity and infidelity that abound 
among us, we might conclude that the com- 
ing of Chriſt is juſt at hand; were it not that 
there are many things, which require time, - 
yet to be fulfilled, previous to it, as the de- 
ſtruction of Antichriſt, the converſion of the 
Fews, and the bringing in the fulneſs of the 
Gentiles. So the laſt judgment, which will 
take place at the ſecond coming of Chriſt, - 
and is moſt certain, being early known, and 
often ſpoken of; Enoch, the ſeventh from 
Adam, propheſied of it, and of Chriſt's com- 
ing to it; the day is appointed when it will 
come on, though of that day and hour 


 knoweth no man, not the angels in heaven, 
but the Father only: but then the principal 
things that ſhould come to pals, relative to 
the church, between the firſt and ſecond 


coming of Chriſt to judgment, are ſignified 
to us in the book of the Revelation; and 


[mn] 
by diligence, attention, and application, the 
undetfiehding of the times of their fullfil- 
ment may be: come at. The ſtate of the 
church in all ages is deſcribed by the ſeven 
churches of 4ja, which were, prophetical 
emblems and repreſentations of it. The 
truly apoſtolical church is ſignified by the 
church at : Epheſus, which could not bear 
them that were evil either in doctrine or 
practice: the church under the ten perſecu- 
tions is repreſented by the church at Smyrna, 
which had tribulation ten days. And thoſe 
that lived in the times of Conſtantine, that 
had a ſpiritual diſcerning of things, when 
they ſaw the riches and glory of the world 

brought into the church, might know that 
they were in that ſtate which was pointed 
at by high towering Pergamos. And ſuch 

Who were in the darkeſt times of Popery, 
who had any ſpiritual light into things, 
might ſee that they were in the Thyatirian 
church-ſtate, in which Fezabel taught her 
pernicious doctrines, and the depths of ſa- 
tan, and the myſteries of 1 iniquity were prac- 
tiſed. As we now by comparing our caſe 
with what is ſaid of the church at Sardis, 
may perceive that we are in the Sardian 
churchyſtate; and ſo may arrive to ſome un- 
derſtanding of the times in which we are, 
and what are yet to come; as the Philadel- 
fh1an church-ſtate, which will bring on the 
{piritual reign of Chriſt, in which there will 
& b e 


[ 12 ] 
be an open door of the Goſpel, large con- 
verſions of Jews and Gentiles, much holineſs 
and brotherly love, and great ſpirituality ; 
after which the church being proud of its 
gifts, and the ſpirit withdrawn, it will fink- 
into lukewarmneſs and ſecurity; which will 
bring on the Laodicean ſtate, which wilt 
iſſue in the general judgment, as its name 
ſignifies the judgment of the people. More- 
over, there are certain very memorable events, 
the dates of which are eremptorily fixed; 
as the treading of the ors city forty-two 
months; the witneſſes prophefying in ſack- 
cloth, and under diſcouragements, a thou- 
fand two hundred and threeſcore days; dur- 
ing which term of days alſo the church is to 
be nouriſhed in the wildernefs even for a time, 
and times, and half-a time; and power is 
given to the beaft, or antichriſt, to continue 
forty and two months *, All which began, 
and will end together ; wr theſe dates are ex- 
actly the ſame, one thouſand two hundred and 
fixty days being equal to forty-two months, 
and forty-two months to one thouſand two 
hundred and fixty days, reckoning thirty 
days to a month, as was uſed in the Eaſtern 
nations ; and could we be certain when theſe 
dates begin, we ſhould have no difficulty 
about the expiration of them, or how long 
it is to it; 0 men have been miſtaken in 


their. 
r See Dr. Mare on the ſeven churches, and my Expoſuion 
of the fecond and third chapters of the Neve lation. 


3 Rev. xi. 2, 3. and xii. 6, 14. and xiil. 5. 


L 88 1 

their calculations for want of this: however, 
though we can come at no certainty as to 
the preciſe time when theſe things ſhall be, 
yet ſome degree of underſtanding . of theſe 
times may be come at; and from the circum- 
ſtances of things it may be concluded, that 
theſe dates can't reach beyond an hundred 
and fifty years more, and it may be they 

may expire much ſooner, _ 5 
In the annual ſermon delivered to you about 
this time laſt year, and ſince publiſhed, you 
will remember I gave you ſome account of the 
revolutions of morning and night which have 
been, and will be to the ſecond coming of 
Chriſt; and how that we are entring into 
a dark night, the thickeſt darkneſs and midſt 
of which will be the time of the ſlaying of 
the witneſſes; after which a glorious morne 
ing will break forth; and it ſhall be faid to 
the church, ariſe, /hine, for thy light is come, 
And now what I ſhall further do, and 
which is my principal view in reading theſe 
words, is to ſhew that this affair is not to be 
conſidered as a mere nicety, as a matter of 
Tunern only, but as what ſhould in- 
uence our practice. Theory without prac- 
tice is of little avail; all knowledge is to be 
reduced to practice; and ſeeing theſe things 
ſhall be, and theſe times will come, what 
manner of perſons ought we to be in all holy 
converſation and godlineſs * : I ſhall therefore 
5 r attempt 
72 Pet. iu. 11; 


[14] 


attempt a practical improvement of theſe 
things, and what you may call, if you pleaſe, 
an application of my former diſcourſe re- 
Fetred to; ev bein me to obſerve, 


II. The things which thoſe who! have 
fill in prophetic times ſhould make known 
to the Iſrael of God, as what they ought to 
do in ſuch 5 or in 1 of thoſe to 
come. And, 

Firſt, t there are ſome things which true 
Tjraclites ought always, and at all times to 
do; even every good work, which they ſhould 
be always ready unto, and ſhould pray to God 
to perfect and fit them for, and make them 


fruitful and eftabliſh them in. I ſhall briefſy 


conſider, 1. What theſe are. 2. The ne- 
ceſſity of doing them, and why, and for 
what purpoſes they ought te be done. And, 
That of all men, Iſrael, or Iſraelites | in- 
deed, ought to do theſe: things. 
1. What theſe good works are, that mould 8 


be done; and it may not be amiſs to ſhew 


firſt, What a good work is: it is often ſaid 
that not nouns but adverbs make good works; 


that it is not merely doing bozim a good 
thing, but doing that good thing bene well; 

which is what the apoſtle calls * wall-doing . 
an action may be materially good, when it is 


not rene vet The circumſtances 


= requiſito 


I Tit. Hl. 1. Heb. Ni. 21. Col. i. 10. 2 Theſf. i. 17. 
* Gal. vi. 9. EL 15 ms 


481 


requiſite to a good work, and by which it 
may be defined, are, that it muſt be accord- 
ing to the declared and revealed will of God, 
muſt ſpring from love, be done in faith, in 
the name of Chriſt, and to the glory of God. 
If any of theſe clrcuinſtances are wanting, 
it is not properly a good work, It muſt be 
a part of that good, perfect, and acceptable 
will of God; or otherwiſe it will come under 
the denomination of will-wotſhip, or volun- 
tary humility, and will be rejected by the 
Lord as not being required by him. By this 
rule many things will be excluded from the 
name of good works, which may have a 
ſhew of devotion and ſanctity; as the tradi- 
tions of the elders among the Jets, and 
many things done by Papiſis and others, 
which may carry an appearance of religion 
and piety in them. It muſt alſo ſpring from 
love to God charity is the end of the com- 
mandment, and love the fulfilling of the 
law ; this is not only the matter of it, but 
the ſource of obedience, which ſhould be 
yielded to it; not through fear of puniſh- 
ment, or hope 'of reward, but without any 
finiſter, ſelfiſh, and mercenary views, in pure 
affection to God that requires it; and that 
work is beſt done that is done in the view, 
and under the influence of the love of God. — 
It muſt be alſo done in faith, the thing it- 
fois mut þ be believed as right to be done; 


for 


[ 16 ] 


for ohatſrever is not of faith is ſm *: and it 


ſhould be done in the exerciſe of faith on 
God that enjoins it, and on Chriſt, in whom 
alone it is acceptable; for without faith it 15 


?mpoſ/ible to pleaſe God „ and therefore what 


is without it cannot be a good work : the 


apoſtle puts the ſuperior excellency of Abels 
ſacrifice to Cain s, not ſo much upon the 


matter of them, though there was a diffe- 
rence between them in that reſpect, as upon 
the manner of performing them, the one 
being done in faith, the other without; 65 


faith Abel offered unto God a more excellent 
facrifice than Cain * as faith without works 


is a dead faith, ſo works without faith are 


dead works alſo. A good work muſt be 


done in the name and ſtrength of Chriſt, 
without whom we can do nothing ſpritually 
good and acceptable to God. If we pray, 


it muſt be in the name of Ohriſt, which is 


always prevalent; if we give thanks, it muſt 
be to the Father, in the name of our Lord 


| Jeſus 3 if WC give an almſdeed to any of 
his people, it muſt be in his name, and 


becauſe they belong to him 3 ꝛchal ſoe ver 


ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of 


the Lord Jeſus 1: and every good work muſt 
be directed to the glory of God; if men 
teck themſelves, the applauſe of men, their: 


own glory by what they do, ad the Pharsſeei 


- | 22 | 
EY id. 
3 ; iT 


Rom. xiv. 23, * Heb. xi. 6. 7 * Tb. wer. 4. 


Col. iii. 17. 1 


4 F, f 
Ws 
8; ; 


[nn 
did by their prayers and almſdeeds, hole 
works cannot be properly called good works, 
But to proceed to the particulars of thoſe 
things which true Ijraelites ought always 
to do. 
t..) Every thing that relates to God, his 
will, and his worthip. Every thing that is 
of a moral nature, or belongs to the moral 
law ; for though the law is abolifhed, as it 
was a miniſtration of Moſes, and as it is a 
covenant of works; and as to juſtification 
by it, and the curſe and condemnation of it ;. 
yet is to be regarded as a rule of walk and 
converſation; and believers are not wrth- 
out law to God, and are under the law to 
Chriſt *, as king and lawgiver. Morality in 
its utmoſt extent, in all its branches, ought 
to be attended to, not only what is in the 
decalogue or ten commandments, but what- 
ever is to be found elſewhere. The de- 
calogue is a good ſyſtem of laws drawn up 
for the uſe of the Jewi l people; but as all 
that is in it is not moral, ſo the whole of 
morality is not contained in that body of 
laws; and not only what is in that, but 
every thing of a moral nature that is to be 
found in any part of the word of God, either 
in the Old or in the New Teſtament, whe- 
ther in David's pſalms, Solomon's proverbs, 
the writings of the prophets, Chriſt's ſer- 
mons, 


4 5 f 
Bo 


2 1 Cor. ix. 21. 


[ #1. 


; mos, or Paul's epiſtles, or any. others, 1s, 
to be obſerved and done. '; 
| : Likewiſe, whatſoever is of divine polige 
; ment, of poſitive inſtitution. relating to the 
# worſhip and ſervice of God; not indeed any 

hing of this kind that was under the for- 
met diſpenſation, ſuch as circumciſion and 
. other rites of the ceremonial law, the law of 
S commandments contained in ordinances now. 
: abolithed : let no man judge you in meat or in 
: drink, or in reſpect of an holy day, &c. that 
1 is, let no man condemn you for the non- 
= obſervance of theſe things; which are a ſha-- 

dow of things lo come, but the body is f 
Chriſt * : but every thing of this nature un- 
j der the Goſpel-diſpenſation ought to be care- 
fully obferved and complied with; the ordi- 
nance of haptiſm ought to be ſubmitted 
þ unto, and the Lord's ſupper ſhould be kept 
1 as it was inſtituted, and all things which 
Chriſt has commanded ſhould be done; all 
He his precepts ſhould be eſteemed, and impar- 
tially regarded; 1/-ae/ ſhould walk in all 
: the commandments and ordinances of the 
Lord blamelefs; the aſſembly of his ſaints 
q ſhould not be forſaken; his word ſhould. 
be conſtantly heard, and every ordinance 
; kept as delivered; and the Lord our God „6 
ſhould be worſhipped, and he only ſhould 
I be ſerved. | 
{ | Particularly 


a Col. i. 16, 17. 
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Particularly, the duty of prayer ſhould be 
attended unto ; men ſhould pray without 
ceaſing ; our Lord put forth a parable to en- 
courage his people to Pray always, and not 


faint : prayer in the cloſet ſhould be con- 
ſtantly kept up; when thou prayeſt, ſays 
Chriſt o, enter into thy cloſet, &c. and prayer 
in the family ſhould be daily uſed ; if neg- 
leted, God will reſent it: he will Pour out 
his fury on the families that call not on his 
name : prayer is a powerful means of keep- 
ing up the ſpirit and life of religion, and 
without it, it cannot be kept up with vi- 
gour, Praying, fays a good man , will 
either make you leave off ſinning, or ſinning 
will make you leave off praying. £ 
(2.) Every thing which concerns our 
fellow-creatures, whether as men or chri- 
ſtians, ought to be done by the ae] of God; 
they ſhould love their neighbours as them- 
ſelves, and do that to men, which they 
would have done to themſelves; nay, it 
becomes them to love their enemies, to 
do good to them that hate them, to feed 
them when hungry, and give them drink 
when thirſty, and to overcome evil with 
good. And as for their. fellow-chriſtians, 
they ſhould by love ſerve them both in 
things temporal and ſpiritual ; they W 
88 I 


* Matt. vi 6. c Jer. x. 25+ 
* Mr. Vavaſſor Powel. 
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do good to all, but eſpecially to the. bathed 


of faith; they ſhould bear with one an- 


other's burdens; and ſo fullfil the law of 
Chriſt ; they ſhould ſupport the weak, and 
comfort the feeble-minded ; they ſhould give 
advice and counſels There it is wanting, 


pray with, and for one another, and build 


up each other on their moſt holy faith. 

But I go on to ſheẽw-, 

2. The neceflity. of doing theſe things, or 
why 1/rael, or the people of God ought to do 
them: there are certain neceſſary ufes, as the 
apoſtle © calls them, for which good works are 


to be done; the queſtion | is, what they are ? 
And, 


= & + ) Negatively : they are not to be done 
in order to procure the love and favour of 


God; as if a man would give all the ſub- 


: Rance of his houfe for love, it would utten- 


ly be contemned *; ſo if he was to perform 
ever ſo many good works, and thoſe ever 
ſo well, they would not obtain the love of 
God, which is altogether free and unmerit- 
ed; nothing out of God can be the cauſe 
of it: the reaſon why he loved 1/-ael of old, 
and why he loves any, is, becauſe he would 

and will love them; he will be gracious 10 
whom he will be gracious © : nor are they to 
be done to make atonement for fin, or to 
make peace with God. Was a man to 


bring thouſands of rams, or ten thouſands of 


rivers of bil, or do ever ſo many works of 


4 
Pit. i. 114. Cant. vin; ed. 1. 
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a ceremonial, moral, or evangelic nature, 
they would never atone for his fins ; preſent 
ſervices due to God can never make atone- 
ment for former tranſgreſſions, or reconcile 
finners to God ; atonement and reconcilia- 
tion for ſin, EY peace with God, are made 
by another hand, and in a better way, even 
by Chriſt and the blood of his croſs. Nor 
are they to be done to juſtify us in the ſight 
of God, and to render us acceptable to him; 
there is no juſtification before God by the 
works of the law, were there, men would 
have whereof to glory in his preſence; but 
boaſting is excluded by the law or doctrine 
of faith, b y the doctrine of juſtification by 
faith in Chriſt s righteouſneſs: if righteouſ- 
neſs was by the law and its Works, the death 
of Chriſt would be in vain, and his obedience 
and ſufferings uſeleſs; but it is certain that 
a ſinner is juſtified without the works of the 
law and by a righteouſneſs imputed to him 

without them: nor are they neceſſary to ſal- 
. or to be done in order to procure it; 
ſalvation is neither according to them, nor 
by them; it is wrought out by Chriſt, and 
is ſo compleat and perfect that nothing can 
be added to it to make it more ſo: he is 
the ſole author of it, his own arm has 
brought it in; it is in him, and in no other. 
Nor are they to be performed with a view | 
to merit any thing at the hand of God: it is 


impoſſible for a creature to merit any thing 
D 2 — 


I 


of God by what L does: men may talk of 
enthuſiaſts and viſionaries, but they are the 
greateſt, who dream of the merit of their 

ood works; the leaſt thing cannot be me- 
rited by us, not a morſel we eat, or a rag 
we wear, much leſs the above things relat- 
ing to eternal ſalyation. That by which we 
merit ſhould be profitable to him of whom 
we merit; but can a man, or any thing he 
does, be profitable unto God? It Mould 
not be due to him of whom we merit; but 
all our works are due to God, he has A prior 
right to the performance of them: what is 
done in a way of merit, ſhould be done in 
our own ſtrength, without any ain 
from him of whom we would merit; where 
as our beſt works are done in the frength of 
the Lord, and by the affiſtance of his grace; 
to which may be added, there ſhould be 
ſome proportion between that which is me- 
rited, and that by which we merit; but there 
is none between eternal ſalvation, and our 
works; wherefore theſe are not the neceſ- 
fary uſes for which they are to be done, 
But, 

(2.) Poſitively : 8 theſe things ought to be 
done, and there is a neceflity of doing them, 
with reſpect to God ; becauſe it is the will of 
God they ſhould be Jone, he has command- = 
ed = and becauſe they are approved of | 
by him, and are well-pleaſing to him thro' 
Chriſt when rightly done ; ; beſides, they are 


RE the | 
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the means of glorifying God, not only by 
the perſons that do them, but by others that 
behold them; for which reaſon our Lord 
_ directs: unto them, et your ligbt ſo ſhine 
before men, that they may ſee your good works, 
and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
They are neceſſary with reſpect to men; they 
are good and profitable unto them; it is ſetting 
them a good example, and may be a means 
of recommending religion to them, and of 
ſoftening their minds to an attention to the 
truths of the goſpel, and of winning ſuch 
without the word, who are not won by it; 
and however of putting to ſhame and ſilence 
ſuch who are forward to accuſe the 
_ converſation of the ſaints. They ought to 
be done on account of the people of God 
themſelves; to teſtify their ſubjection to God 
and gratitude to him, for mercies received 
from hint; to adorn the doctrine of God 
their Saviour, and to evidence the truth of 
their faith, and the ſincerity of their pro- 
feſſion. And they ſhould be done on ac- 
cquat of the works themſelves, becauſe they 
arg good, honeſtly good; they are things 
melt, juſt, pure, lovely, and of good re- 
poxt; they are pleaſantly good, there is a 
pleaſure enjoyed in them, great peace have 
they which love the law of God and obey 
it; and they are profitably good, tho' not to 

„ God 
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God in the ats Kore mentioned, yet 
to men. But I proceed to ſhew, _ 

3. Why Iſrael, the people of God, of all 
men, ozght to do theſe things; and there 
are.two:reaſons for it; 

1.) Becauſe they are under the greateſt 
er to do them. They are choſen 
of God unto them; though they are not 


choſen becauſe they were holy, yet that they 


might be holy in heart and life; though the 
act of election paſſed before they had done 


either good or evil, and ſo is irreſpective of 


their works; vet they are ſuch which God 
hath forc-ordained that they ſhould walk in 
them * ; and it becomes them to make their 
pr” axd election ſure x; which ſhould be 
done as it ſeems by ſome third thing, that 
is, by good works; and ſo ſome copies read 
the text. They are redeemed by Chriſt for 
this end, that they ſhould be @ peculiar peo- 


ple, gealaus of good works |; and unleſs they 


are performed, this end is not anſwered ; 
ſince they are redeemed from à var conver- 
ſation ®, they ought not to follow one; and 
fince they are not their own, but are bought : 


with the price of Chriſt's precious blood, 


they ſhould glorify him in their body and 
ſpirit, which are his. The love of Chriſt 
tould conſtrain them to live to him who 

| died e 


I Eph. i. 4. and 11, 10. 85 k 2 Pet. 1. 10. | 
* Ii: . 14: oa 61 19. 
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died for them, and roſe again n: they are 

effectually called by his grace, and though 
not according to their works, yet with an 
holy calling, and unto holineſs: ſuch who 
are called ought to be holy, as he that has 
called them is holy, and ſhould by their 
lives and converſations ſhew forth the praiſes 
of him who has called them out of darkneſs 
into marvellous light. They have received 
many exceeding great and precious promiſes 
from the Lord, that he will be with them, 
and not leave them, or forſake them; that he 
will help and ſtrengthen them, and aſſiſt 
them in every duty, and work in them both 
to will and to do of his good pleaſure; will 
carry on and perform his good work in them 
until the day of Chriſt, and will be their 
God and Father, and they ſhall be his ſons 
and daughters, and ever continue in this re- 
lation: and having therefore theſe promiſes, 
fays the apoſtle , let us cleanſe ourſelves from 

all filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfect 

ing holineſs in the fear of the Lord: to which 

may be added, that they have received many 

mercies and favours from the Lord, both 
temporal and ſpiritual, which they are un- 
worthy of; and theſe ſhould influence and 
engage them to'the performance of good 
Works: this is an argument the apoſtle Paul 
uſcs to this purpole ; I befeech you therefore, 
3 brethren, . 


* 1 Car. Vi. 10, 20. 2 Car. y. 1s: 
* 2 Car. Vi. 7. an: Vu. tb. 
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brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye pres 
fent your bodies a 655 ſacrifice, holy and ac- 
ceptable to God, which 75 your reaſonable ſer- 
vece 7. 
(2.) Another reaſon why of a// men the 
ſrael of God, or his own ſpecial people, 
ought to do good works, is, becauſe they are 
in the beſt capacity of doing them; nay, 
they are the only perſons that can perform | 
them aright. There is no good thing in un- 
regenerate men, and therefore no good thing 
can come out of them, or be done by them; 
they have no true knowledge of that which 
is good, and much leſs to do it; they have 
no inclination or deſire, nay, an averſion to 
it ; they have no free- will thereunto, nor 
power to perform; it may as reaſonably be 
expected to gather grapes of thorns, and 
fips of thiſtles, as good works to be done by 
an evil man; a wicked man is to every good 
Work reprobate and unfit: but Iſraelites in- 
deed they are good men, and ſo capable of 
doing good works; a man muſt firſt be 2 
good man before he can do good works: men 
begin at the wrong end, when wen propoſe 
to do good works, in order to make them- 
ſelves good men; the firſt concern ſhould 
be to have a good work of grace upon the 
heart, which is the Lord's work; for unleſs 
there is a good work begun within: there 
will be no good works done without; the 
tree 


P Rom. Xi. 1. 
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tree muſt firſt be: made. good. ere the fruit 


will be good. Moreover, ſuch are made 


alive by the grace of God ; the Spirit of life 
from Chriſt has entred into them; Chriſt 


himſelf has ſaid to them whil/-in their blood, 
live 1. Principles of grace, life, and holi- 


neſs are wrought in their hearts, and fo they 


are in a capacity, under the influence of di- 


vine grace, of producing acts of holineſs, 


or of performing good works; whereas men 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins are not able to do 
any thing ſpiritually good, and at moſt and 


beſt their works muſt be dead works. Spi- 
ritual Yael are ſuch as are regenerated and 


ſanctified by the Spirit of God, and ſo are 
meet for the maſter's uſe, and prepared unto 
every good work © : the Spirit of God is put 


within them, to cauſe them to walk in the 


tatutes of the Lord, and to keep his judgments 
and do them. They are ſtrengthened by him 
with all might in their inward man for this 


purpoſe. Beſides, they are created in Chrift 


Jeſus unto good works * ; they are made new 
creatures in him, and by him, for that end; 
they are branches in him the vine, and by 
virtue of union to him, and through abid- 
ing in him bring forth fruit ; without whom 
they can do nothing, though all things thro' 


him ſtrengthening them : to add no more, 


they 
2 Ezek. xvi. 6. t 2 Tim. ii. 21. 
ek. AxVI. 27. © Eph. ii. 10. 
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they are believers in Chriſt, and ſo as they 
are under obligation as ſuch to be careful to 
maintain good works *; they are the only 
perſons that can perform them in faith, 
without which a man can do nothing that 
is pleaſing to God. Faith is an operative 
grace, it works by love, and is always at- 
tended with the fruits of righteouſneſs and 
ood works; for good works, as one “ calls 
en are ſecond acts neceſſarily flowing 
from a life of faith. = 
Secondly, There are ſome things particu- 
larly, which are to be done according to 
the times in which the Mael of God live, or 
are in proſpect of. In the annual difcourſe 
for the laſt year, and which has been pub- 
liſhed, I obſerved to you, that the times in 
which we are, are thoſe of the Sardian church, 
which repreſents the reformed churches, and. 
the latter part of thoſe times; in which that 
church, and thoſe it is an emblem of, would 
have no more than the name of one, or the 
name of religion and chriſtianity without the 
hfe and power of it; and but few whoſe gar- 
ments would be undefiled ; and when there 
would a letting go, and departing from the 
doctrines of the reformation before heard 
and received; and which exactly deſcribe the 
times in which we live : and therefore what 
is recommended to that church, as what 
ought 
v Tit. vi. 8.  » Amef, Medulla Theolog. 
J. . £7. . 35% | 


10 
ought to be done by them, ſhould be ob- 
ſerved by us; be watchful ah ſtrengtben the 
things which remain, that are ready to die— 
remember therefore how thou haſt recerved and g 
beard, and hold faſt and repent. And, | 


1. We ought to be watchful. This con- | 
cerns not only miniſters of the word, whole | ; 


ſpecial buſineſs it is to watch over them- | 
ſelves and others, to take heed to themſelves, f 
and to their doctrine, and to take care of i 
the flock, over which they are placed as 
overſeers, and ſee to it, that they are fed 
with wholeſome food, and are not infected — 
with falſe doctrine; but this is incumbent {| 
on members of churches alſo ; what is here 
exhorted to belongs to them, as our Lord 
ſaid to his diſciples ; what 1 ſay unto you, 1 
fay unto all, watch*; againſt fin and the pre- 
vailing vices of the age, fatan and his temp- 
tations, falſe teachers and their pernicious | 
doctrines; we live in enſnaring times, and 
therefore ought to be on our watch and 
guard. Times of great prophaneneſs and im- 
morality, in which not only the men of 
the world, but profeſſors of religion, give 
themſelves great liberties, and indulge to a 
vain converſation; and the more wicked the 
times are, the more cautious ſhould we be, 
that we are not drawn aſide by ill examples; 
and the more ſo, as they are ſet by ſuch that 
profeſs the ſame name we do: ſatan is very 
E 2 F 
I * Mark xiij. 37, 
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buſy in laying ſnares 1 in the way of a pro- 
feffing people, in uſing all devices, and wiles, 
and ſtratagems, to decoy them from the 
paths of truth and righteouſneſs ; wherefore 
we ought to watch and pray, that we enter 
not into temptation? :. falſe teachers are every 
where lying in wait to deceive, and there- 
fore we ought to guard againſt them, and 
be careful that our minds are not corrupted 
by them, from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt*; 
and that we are not carried away with he 
error of the wicked*; and ſeeing the end of 
all things is at hand, not only of the world, 
and the things of it in general, but of that 
_ church-ſtate in which we are in particular; 
let us therefore be ſober, and watch unto 
prayer — 

The word here uſed in the exhortation 
to the church at Sardis, is by ſome render- 
ed awake, which ſuggeſts it to be a time of 
night, and ſo of ſleepineſs, as indeed it is 

now with us; they that ſleep, ſleep in the 
night; night coming upon us, we are fallen 
afleep; we are like the virgins, wiſe and 
fooliſh, who while the bridegroom tarried, 
not coming ſo ſoon as expected, all Jumbered_ 
and ſlept ©; very little lively exerciſe of grace, 
or fervent diſcharge of duty; great coldneſs, 
lukewarmneſs, indifference, and backward- 


neſs to ſpiritual care much ſluggiſhneſs 


ang 


„ Matt. xxvi. 41, 2 2 Cor. xi. 3. 3 3 Pet. iii. 17. 
1 Pet. iv. 7. © Matt, xxv. 5. | 


. 
and ſlothfulneſs, and a general contentment 
at moſt in the outward form of religion; 


it. is high time therefore to awake out , 


ſleep, leſt the day of Chriſt ſhould come 
upon us unawares. The exhortation of the 
apoſtle is very ſuitable to us; awake thou 
that fleepeſt, and ariſe from the dead, and 


Chriſt ſhall give thee hight* : which words 


are not ſpoken to dead finners, but to ſleepy 


drowſy profeſſors, got into the company of 


carnal men, dead in ſins, from whoſe con- 
verſation, which encourages a drowſy frame, 
they are called. And now being called to 
awake, and being awake, we ought to keep 
ſo, and not fall aſleep again; and the rather, 
ſince the grand enemy of Chriſt and his 
churches, is buſy in ſowing his tares of falſe 


doctrines, which to do is now his proper 
time and opportunity; vhile men ſlept, bis 


enemy came and ſowed tares* 


2. Strengthen the things wich remain, that 
are ready to die: meaning not ſo much good 
works, tho' theſe may be ſaid to be dying 


in our day, as to the performance of them, 
and may be ſaid to be ſtrengthened, when 


men are diligent to do their firſt works; 


Nor the graces of the ſpirit, for however 
theſe in appearance may ſeem expiring, when 
not in exerciſe, yet in reality they cannot die, 

being the immortal incorruptible ſeed of the 

Spirit of God; beſides, it is the Lord's work to 

Et ſtrengthen 


Rom. aii. 11, * Eph, v. 14. Matt. xiii. 25. 
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ſtrengthen theſe ; rather the truths of the 
88 preached at the beginning of the 
reformation with great vigour and livelineſs, 
but now almoſt loſt, dead, and buried ; and 
therefore, ſhould be reſtored, eſtabliſhed, 
and confirmed : but it ſeems beſt of all to 
underſtand the words of the members of 


this church-ſtate, the 7a Aora, the reſt of 


them, thoſe that are left of the great num- 
ber of them that have apoſtatized, and yet 
in a ſickly ſtate, ready to give up their 
religion and profeſſion; like thoſe in the 
Corinthian church, of whom the apoſtle 
lays, many are weak and fickly among you, 
and many fleep® : ſome were wholly gone, 
had entirely apoſtatized, and others were 
weak and tottering, and ready_to give up 


all; now means ſhould be uſed, and at- 


tempts made to recover theſe perſons, whilſt 
there is any hope of them, to bring them 
back from whence they have partially de- 
parted, to invigorate them with zeal for 


Chriſt, and to eſtabliſh them in the truths 
of the goſpel ; as our Lord faid to Peter, 


when thou art converted, ſtrengthen by | 


brethren. ak 


3. Remember how tbou haſt received and. 
heard, and hold faſt and repent. Call to 
mind the doctrines of the reformation, how 
they were received when firſt heard; with 
what attention and reverence they were 

liſtened 


5 x Cor. xi. 30. Luke xxii, 33. 
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liſtened to; with what affection and joy 
they were received, tho now deſpiſed, dif- 


carded, loſt and buried in forgetfulneſs ; 


ſuch as juſtification by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, pardon by his blood, and atonement 


by his ſacrifice : and you that know the 
worth and value of thoſe truths, and ſtill 


have them in eſteem, ho/d them faſt, don't 
let them go, don't part with them at any 
rate, no not the leaſt branch of truth; give 
up nothing; if you would keep the enemy 
from within, preſerve your outworks, ſtand 
by them, quit not even ſuch as may ſeem of 


the leaſt importance; diſpute every inch of 


ground ; give not way in any thing, nor for 


any time, 70 not for an hour, that the truth 
of the goſpel may continue with you ©: tis 


this giving up of one thing after another that 


is the ruin of us; what is the reaſon that 


deiſm has had ſuch a ſpread among us of late 
years? Among the reſt, not only is it owing 
to the books wrote againſt chriſtianity, but 


to the weak anſwers to them, and feeble de- 


: fences of it ; one truth of the bible being 


given up after another, till at length there 


is ſcarce any thing left worth contending for. 
And ſo it is in other controverſies among 
thoſe that are called chriſtians ; ſomething 
is generally given up on the ſide of truth, 
for which the writer is complimented as 
an ingenious man, and a man of good 

ſenſe : 


1 Gal. ii. 5 
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ſenſe : this proves a ſnare to him, and when 
ever he writes again, he'll give up ſome- 
thing more to confirm his character; or ano- 
ther will ſtart up, and take the ſame method, 
obſerving which way the ſtream of reputa- 
tion runs, whilſt thoſe on the other ſide 
ſecretly laugh at them; and thus are we 
likely to be wheedled and cajoled out of 
truth, by artful and deſigning men, on one 
hand, and thro' the weakneſs of ſome, on 
the other : and we ſhall have more and more 
of this giving up of truth, as the night we 
are entered into grows darker and darker 
what therefore we ought to do, is, to get 
what goſpel-light and knowledge we can, 
and keep what we have, and part with 
none ; but repent of our coldneſs and in- 
difference to goſpel-truths, our inattention 
to them, forgetfulneſs of them, and un- 
fruitfulneſs by them, and do our firſt works 
of faith, love, and zeal : and to theſe things 
we ought to do in the preſent times, may be 
added, what the apoſtle directs to, when he 
ſays; watch ye, ſtand i in the faith, quit 
you like men, be ſtrong * ; the former of theſe 
exhortations is the ſame as before given, and 
the reſt agree. Wherefore, 

4. Stand . faſt in the faith; in the grace 
of faith, and in the doctrine of it, and in 
the profeſſion of both ; don't depart from 
the faith of the goſpel, tho' you live in 

times 


* Cor. xvi. 13. 


Tagen. 


times that others do; and have lived to ſer 
the times foretold, that ſome ſhould depart 
from the faith, giving he-d to ſeducing "for — 
rits; but in theſe departing times let it be 
your honour to ſtand faſt without wavefing - 3 
be not moved away from the hope of the poſe 
pel ; from the goſpel itſelf, and that hope 
Which it gives of ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
and eternal life through him; „and faft in 
one ſpirit : let your whole ſoul and ſpirit be 
in the goſpel, and be zealouſly affected to it, 
and be united in your endeavours to pro- 
mote it; ſtrivi ng together For the faith of it 
_ againſt the common enemy; contend earneſt= 
ly for ' the faith once Yelivered to the ſaints® ; 
which is attempted to be wreſted out of your 
hands, and is in great danger of being ſo. 
Let none of theſe things move you from your 
cloſe: adherence to it, which are objectẽd to 
it, or you meet with on aceount of your pro- 
feſſion of it. Abide by it, tho' the greater 
number of men is againſt it, and thoſe the 
rich, the wiſe, and learned; and though it 
may be charged with novelty and licentionſs 
neſs, and attended wit reproach ane" Per- 
ſecution. | 
13 Nuit ye like men; play the man; be- 
have like men of courage and valour ; be 
valiant 


11 Tim. iv. 1. Col. i. 23. » Phil. i. 27 
Jude, ver. 3. — | eee 
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valiant for the truth upon the earth *z do as 


the guard about Solomon's bed did; let every 
man have his ſword upon his thigh becauſe 
of fear in the night? : it is a night-ſea- 
fon with you already, and it will be darker 
ſtill ; you'll hear the noiſe of the enemy, be 
not terrified at it; guard againſt the fears 
that may ſeize and ſurprize you ; fight the 
Lord's battels manfully : , the foundations be 
deſtroyed, what can the righteous das? What 
indeed will they have to work or build upon, 
or even ſtand on, when the foundation of 
all faith, hope, peace, and joy 1s removed ? 
But then they ſhould not look on as idle and 
unconcerned ſpectators of theſe things ; . what 
can the righteous do? They ſhould build up 
as faſt as the others pull down; do as Ne- 
hemiah and his people did, work with one 
hand, and hold a weapon with the other"; 
a trowel in one hand, and a ſword: in the 
other. Era abit 6 | 
6. Be ſtrong; not in yourſelves, but in 
the Lord, and in the power of his might, 
in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus; go to 
him for ſtrength under every trial and ex- 
erciſe, to carry you through every ſervice 
and ſuffering for his name-ſake, and to op- 
poſe every enemy, and to maintain your 
ground againſt them ; go not forth in your 

1 5 8 own 
Jer. ix. 3. 2 Cant, ili. 8. AK.. 
Neb. iv. 17. 7 


E# 1 


own ſtrength, but depend on him, and his 


grace, which is ſufficient for you; encourage 


yourſelves in the Lord your God ; let not 
your ſpirits ſink, your hearts fail, and be 


diſcouraged ; but take heart, be of good cou- | 


rage ; confider you are engaged in a good 
cauſe, fight under the great captain of your 
falvation, may be ſure of victory in the end, 


and that the iſſue will be a crown of life and 
righteouſneſs : wait on the Lord; in the way 


of his appointments, which is your duty, 
with patient ſubmiſſion to his will, until 
the time of your deliverance and ſalva- 
tion comes, and he will frengthen your 
heart *; fortify your minds againſt fear and 
danger. 5 


7. Keep cloſe to the word of God; make 


chat the rule and ſtandard of your faith and 


practice; believe not every ſpirit, or every 
man that pretends to be a ſpiritual man, and 
to have the Spirit of God; don't believe 
every thing he ſays under that pretence, but 
try the ſpirits whether they are f God* ; try 


the ſpiritual doctrines he profeſſes to deliver 


: by the word of God; do as the noble Be- 


reans did, who ſearched the ſtriptures daily 


whether theſe were ſo *, as they were repre- 
| ſented by the apoſtles ; and the more reaſon 
there is for ſuch care and caution, becauſe 


F 2 53 my. 


Pf. xxvii. 14, . t 4 John. iv. 1. 
* Ads xvii. 11. 5 
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1 38 } 

«. Falk prophets are gone out. into, the 

Wor ord and deceive men, and deſtroy their 
ſouls. by their . falſe doctrine ; 70 he law, 
and to the tefimony to the doctrine of the 


goſpel teſtified in the ſacred writings, bring 


every thing they ſay, and examine it by: 27 
they ſpeak not according ta this word ; if their 
doctrines don't agree with it, can t be proved 


and confirmed by. it, it is becauſe there is 


10 light in them .. ; though they may pre- 


ad. to. great light, and even. revelations 


from the Lord, yet if what they deliver 
can't be ſeen. by the light of «4 divine 


word, their light i is but darkneſs : the word 


of the Lord is a lamp unto our feet, and a 
light unto our path *; and you would do 
well to make uſe of it ; and when is a lamp 


or light more proper for uſe than in a 


night-ſeaſon? The night is coming on, 
therefore take your lamp and light in your 
hand, the word of God, and walk by it: his 
ig the more ſure word of. prophecy, by which 
you may ſafely go; whereunto. ye do well that 
ye take heed, as unto a light that ſhineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and the day- 
Har ariſe in your hearts? ; whilſt the night 
you are in continues, and until the. morn- 
ing comes,. and the day breaks by the glo- 
rious appearing of the ſun of 1 ; 

or, 


w If. viii. 20, 


3 N. cxix. 105. 
1 7 2 Pet. i. 19. 1 


[39] 
or, in other * until the ſpiritual reign 
of Chriſt begins. 


8. Abide with the churches of Chrid, 
and miniſters of the goſpel, in the worſhip 
of God, and in the ordinances of his houſe: 
it is ſaid to the commendation of the tribe 
of Judab, Judab yet ruleth with God; and is 
faithful with tbe ſaints* ; by no means for- 
"ſake the aſſembling of -yourſekoes together,” but 
keep cloſe one to another; and ſo much the 
more as you ſee. the. day. approachi ng; or 
time and hour of temptation coming that is to 
try them that dwell upon the earth; where 
the ſbepherds tents are do you fix yours, and 
there abide; let nothing divert you, or cauſe 
you to turn aſide from the churches of Chriſt 
to which you belong, nor from his faithful 
miniſters; no, let not a cry concerning Chriſt 
himſelf move you from thence: our Lord 


has cautioned his followers againſt this, f 


any man ſhall ſay unto you, Io here is Chri 

jog Tedd not "Chriſt is where — 
are; he is preached by his miniſters, and 
in che churches you attend upon, and that 
is enough for you; this you are certain of; 
it may not be where the cry is: however, 
what ſeparates you from the churches and 


miniſters of Chriſt can never be right; Chriſt 


and his miniſters, and churches, are not to 


be 


2 Hoſ. xi. 12. 2 Heb. x, 25. 
"Matt. iy. 3. — | 
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[4] 
be divided: there were ſome in the Co- 
rinthian church for Paul, in oppoſition to 
Apollss ; and others for Apoltos, in oppoſi- 
ton to Paul; and ſome for Cephas, in op- 
poſition to Paul and Apollos; and others were 
for Chriſt, in oppoſition to them all; they 
were for Chriſt without his miniſters ; 3 14 
Chriſt divided * ? from his miniſters, and 
from his churches ? No, he is not; and 
ſuch are they who are for Chriſt and no 
order, Chriſt and no e Chriſt nn 
no miniſters. * 

Since there is a time of gare 4 
en coming on, prepare to meet 
thy God, O Iſrael “; with ſubmiſſion to 
his will, with dependance on him, and with 
expectation of ſupport under the trying ex- 

erciſe and deliverance out of it. Remem- 
der it is % God, thy covenant-God and 
Father, who will never leave thee, nor for- 
fake thee ; wherefore, 
10. Don't be diſcouraged, for though the 
affliction will be ſharp, it will be ſhort 
the ſeverity of it will laſt but three days 
and a half, that is, three years and a half; 
and-then a glorious time, and a glorious 
ſtate of the church will follow : and Chriſt 
has promiſed, that ſuch that Zeep the word 
of his patience, he will keep from the hour 
of temptation, which ſhall come upon all 
the 


© 1 Cor: , 1. 4 Amos iv, 12, 


T4] 
the world, to try them that dwell upon the | 
earth * ; and therefore when vou perceiva = 
it coming on, and the ſigns of it, look: thy 
and lift up your heads ; don t be caſt down, 
rather rejoice; for your redemption 'draweth 
nigh! : the night of weeping will ſoon be 
over, and joy will come in the morn- 
in 
33 now as to the morning that will 
follow after, this you ſhould moſt firmly | 
believe; though ſcoffers may mock at it, | 
and carnal profeſſors be unconcerned about | 
it, and give no credit to it; yet aſſure 
yourſelves, a little while, and he that ſhall —; 
come will come, and will not tarry ; pray 
for his kingdom and coming; give 
no reſt day nor night, till he ariſe and 
has mercy on Zion, and make his Jeru- 
alem the praiſe of the whole earth ; be 
haſting in your. warm affections, «nd- ear- 
neſt deſires, after thoſe plorious times, 
which God will haſten. in mis own time; | 
and in the darkeſt ſeaſon look for this I 
morning, for at evening-time it ſball be 
light*; and a glorious one it will be, as 
a morning when the ſun riſes, a morning 
without clouds. I ſhall cloſe all with thoſe 
words of our Lord; let your loins be gird- 
ed about, and your lights burning, and ye 
yourſelves: 


© Rev. iii. 10. f Luke 18 28. 
e Zech. xiv. 7. 
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gourſebves like "unto men that wait for their 
J. And now, as I have ſhewn you 
what rue ought to do in thoſe times, 


bleſſed is that ſer his. Lord, when 
be cometh, ſhall find fo „ 372 


* 


* . 
* . — * * a » 
7 . 1 
eee I | | 
> 4 "as S. * * \ y 4 of A _ 8 
* 1 * . 
2 —— 
% * ” 
* © * 
** 60 2 7 * 9 „ * . 1 "6%. 4 
, | i j f , *&*: F * 5 ; 
— 2 4 1 2 8 K & Þ: « e * . L 4 * 1 * 2 4 4 [ 4 
. | U + 355 3 , 4 3+ 
2 * 0 ( 
" of * * 0 : * *% 5 * = « 
7 C2 FITC] 1 
x — le *, . — = # 
K — 
6 % >, 
FI mo — 2 F EE. \ 
— EY * o 
© FITS 7 5 i y 5 7 4 "i 17 ; , 
* . + \ 
? * £ 8 4 a — * : 4 1 * * * 1 4 
; 4 
0 - * a 
* = * 1 
* * oy * * & * 
— * — 1 x : . 4 . g 
1 * 4 « * ar - 
£ - is * = — * — = OY - T Z g . 
y 7 Y \ ? f 
* — 1 1 i 7 * 
o . * 8 * 4 + F 1 * 
s: a 4 4 1445 ! . ' 
ws 4 + * — — - * 8 #.. - d * 
+ 
wy + 
„ * 
1 wh * 4 * { 8 * * Fo 3 N 
(F.2 | 1 S. | je | 
* 4 #* > * 5 _ 
2 2 4 4 7 * 
14 3 p x * - 
arr. a $34 #4 . 
4 Fl 24 „ * — 2 9 * 1 — — 2 +3 * F z * 
+ 
=, © - — * * 
. > * f 1 z 2 2 * < % = 7 F 
. * Ll . "I * * * * * *..4 A 1 
* * 
* ” 
1 * * 
by £ AL. | jo 4 \ oP 1 
4 a 7 * : 
1 1 4 . 4%. as = = 
. * . 
s 
e \ 7 * & 4 - * 4 
* 4 : a . * * * „ * % - a 
OG#® 7% 4 « * i ' * £ 
* * * 8 * 4 4 
4 ” 22 5 . s 4 2 S F . * — \ 
- 5 
7 
* z * 4 4 n s * f 
=” * I * * . = - 
_— 6 4 = — 
o 
- * * 
- s Z e * 4. 
* * ty * 
J „in 
— - 1 0 » 
* =Q 
- F ? y 
0 y 11 ”% 
9 4 „ 
* 
1 4 - EE ETD F 
1 
4 * % * * * 
2 bl SW 
1 - * * 
* 
. * 
of 13 . 7 
* £ * * 4 * * 4 = { P 
* 2 * 5 s 2 
f 3 14 4 211. 
== 
* 
x \ ' 
* Cy 1 4 
* 
Pl 1 7 
4 . E ae +3 
* 5 p 
z vw # 
« U 
— 
* 
z 
* 
5 
* 
* 
*? 
4. 


r ͤ 770007 (!Ä Athy n 2 


4, 


———— — 


